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Girondins were not men of sufficient practical energy to con-
duct the affairs of a nation. It has been asserted that they
wasted time because Madame Roland from her prison begged
them to do nothing. Her arguments may have influenced
her lover, Buzot, but surely thoy ought not to have destroyed
the energies of the sixteen other deputies, among whom were
one or-two, notably Kervelegan and Valady, who were men
of tried courage. Perhaps the best explanation is that even
the Girondin leaders themselves did not feel the confidence
they professed in their cause, and noticed a lack of genuine
popular enthusiasm.

They had no difficulty in finding an experienced general.
Felix de Wimpfen, on whose services they relied, was born in
1744, and had risen to the rank of marechal-de-camp in the
old royal army, after fighting throughout the Seven Years'
War in Germany, at the capture of Port Mahon, and in the
siege of Gibraltar. He had sat as deputy for the noblesse of
his native bailliage in the Constituent Assembly, and had
been a member of the Military Committee.1 At the outbreak
of the war, he had been appointed commandant of Thionville,
and had made himself famous by his defence of that fortress
in 179*2 against the army of the emigres, assisted by some
Prussians.2 On the formation of the eleven armies in Apiil,
he had been appointed commander-in-chief of the army of the
coasts of Cherbourg, which was at present only an army on
paper, but was intended to resist any attempt made by the
English to land in Normandy. In the Constituent Assembly
Wimpi'en had made the acquaintance of Buzot, and he now
consented to act as commander-in-chief of the Norman and
Breton forces destined to act against Paris. On June 22 he
practically declared war against the Convention in a letter
which he wrote to the Minister of War, Bouchotte, in answer
to a summons to Paris, and in which he declared he would
only go to Paris at the head of 60,000 men Unfortunately
for him, instead of 60,000 rueo, the whole influence of the
Girondin deputies could not collect more than 4000 men,

1 Vol  i  p  fS83.                              2 Vol  ii p. 188
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